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FROM THE PASTOR
Dear Friends,
Seventeen children gathered in the upstairs classroom on Wednesday evening for our „Boot Camp
Vacation Bible School‟. I was pleased because I wondered if we would only have the three kids who
had pre-registered. I was confident that we would get at least ten but when seventeen were seated
and ready to go, I was excited about the three evenings ahead of us! I didn‟t know most of the kids
and they did not know most of the leaders but it did not take long to know we were going to like
being together, learning and having fun. So far, we have had two great nights and as I write this I am
waiting for the crew and the kids to arrive for the third. The second night we had twenty-one
students. We‟ll see what the third night brings.
How many students come is not in our control but we have worked and planned and prepared so we
would like a nice size group. Letting go of our expectations and believing that God is at work in our
efforts is often hard to do. I want big success that is obvious to everyone.
On Wednesday morning I read these words as part of my devotion time as I was reflecting on the
previous two evenings of VBS. Mark Yacconelli writes:
“Again and again the disciples are forced to give up their expectations and remain in a state of
spiritual poverty. To enter into spiritual poverty is to keep from seeking to possess or control God.
Spiritual poverty is the willingness to be empty, to allow our expectations of God to dissipate. Like
those who followed Jesus, it‟s a willingness to be helpless, confused, anxious, and wanting. It‟s a
willingness to enter the void, the uncertainty that so many people, particularly the poor, live with
every day. It‟s a willingness to allow God to be God and me to be me. It‟s only in this empty and
vulnerable state that we become available to the God who lives in the present moment, the God who
lives in our immediate relationships, and the God who lives within the small acts of love that we are
asked to undertake.”
I‟ve seen some amazing things the last two evenings:
●Kids filling the upstairs rooms with beautiful singing.
●Children helping each other with crafts and games.
●Kindness extended, received and reciprocated.
●A grandmother‟s tears of joy as a memory verse is recited
●Encouragement, patience and joy all around
The planning team for VBS did feel helpless, confused, anxious, and wanting at times as we
prepared. Yet we also were willing to enter a void and see where God might lead us through this

effort. So far it has been a joy for those of us involved. Perhaps it is in the places where we are
most vulnerable that we truly make ourselves available for God to do what is most needed. When we
get out of the way and let God move through us some pretty neat things begin to occur.
Lord, make us vulnerable to your love and leading and in that vulnerability teach us to seek you and
your reign for all. Amen.
Blessing,
Tim
P.S. We had everyone back for a great last evening! Thanks to the Christian Ed Committee and all
the volunteers for a job well done. We put ourselves out there and God used us to minister to the
kids and one another. "Hallelu, Hallelu, Hallelu, Hallelujah! Praise ye the Lord!" I am leaving for a
week of vacation on a VBS high. See you next Sunday.

MUSIC NOTES
Pipe Organ Update
The work on our pipe organ has been completed, and it will be back in service Sunday, July 31. The
electrical system was updated with a solid state control system with new keyboard and pedal contacts
and power supply units.
If you have always wondered about the various buttons and keyboards and pedals on the organ
console, or why organists wear special shoes, join me after the postlude August 7, and I'll share some
some basic information on the organ and how it is played! I'll also demonstrate some additional
performance capabilities we now have thanks to the addition of the new control system's modern
technology.
Calling all Ringers, Singers, and Players!
Thanks so much to all who made our summer choir a vital part of worship. We were also blessed
with soloists and instrumental groups throughout the summer. Now, as summer is coming to a close,
it is time to think about our regularly scheduled rehearsals.
The Bell Choir and Chancel Choir rehearsals will begin August 24 in the sanctuary.
The Bell Choir practices at 6:00 p.m. Wednesday evenings. We are always happy to welcome new
ringers. If you read music, that's great, but not crucial. We can teach you!
The Chancel Choir rehearses at 7:00 p.m. Wednesday evenings. We have a great time of fellowship
while providing service music for First Presbyterian Church. New singers are welcome to join at any
time.
As the year progresses, string, woodwind, brass, and percussion players will also have performance
opportunities. Instrumentalists can accompany the choir for special anthems and larger choral works,
and may present special music.

If you are interested in joining either of our choirs or being part of an instrumental ensemble, please
contact me or leave a message with the church office.
Freda Proctor
Director of Music/Organist

PRAYER CONCERNS
Immediate: Melissa, Paula and Melissa (friends/family of Cindy Scircle), Richard Schmidt (friend
of Bobbie Snyder), Marcia Jackson (Steve Finch‟s sister), Theresa (friend of Merna Roe), Jerry
Ulin‟s family (cousin to Steve and Barbara Finch) Kristine Anderson (Howard and Carolyn
Anderson).
Ongoing: Judy Fulton, Marilyn Ferbert (Judy Jahn‟s daughter), James Zillman, (Gail‟s brother-inlaw) Al Pursell, Marge Brown, Twila Corley, Judy Jahn.

FELLOWSHIP TREATS
Here is the schedule for providing treats for August:
Aug. 7-Congregation A-F
Aug. 14-Potluck A, M-S- Salads, Sides, and/or Bread
B, D-L- Main Dish C, T-Z- Desserts
Aug. 21-Congregation G-P Aug. 28-Congregation Q-Z

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS
2-Kum Cha Williams 3-Bob Beall 12-Dru Cox
14-Keri Litewski 15-Bill Geiger 19-Marti Auchard 22-Mayzie Mangos
23-Rod Cox 24-Gayle Zillman 25-Caitylyn Daniels
26-Howard Anderson 29-Fran Gardner

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES
6-Gregg & Cindy Scircle 8-Dennis & Keri Litewski
18-Mike & Kathy Lemke 31-Tom & Becky Stovall

MISSION COMMITTEE
We received $125.50 from Dillon‟s for our participation in the Dillon‟s Community Reward
Program for the second quarters of 2016 – a total of $247.89 for this year! These monies go to
support our Free Community Meal Program.
FOOD FOR THE HUNGRY
In in first 3 weeks of this new program you have donated 47 nutritional items.

SCHOOL SUPPLIES
In June and July, we asked for donations of school supplies to help needy high school students. The
response is incredible! With one more Sunday to go, we will clearly exceed our most optimistic
objectives. Their needs are different than those of younger students that we have helped in the past.
It was brought to our attention that some high school students are, in fact, very needy. Over 50% of
the students at LHS are eligible for free lunches.

COMMUNITY MEAL
Our Community Meal on July 26 served 204 meals of pizza . It took 64 pizzas to feed us. Our
guests loved it, and it gave our cooks and several volunteers a break. Many thanks to the Finches for
the hard-boiled eggs - and to Andrew and Tera Cameron for all the doughnuts - and to Arlene for the
sweet corn. Shirley always bakes us a chocolate cake - and Lorna, Linda and Lois bake for us,
too. We always end up with lots of donated fruit, too. Thanks, Presbyterians!!

ACTIVITIES ARRANGED BY MEMBERSHIP/OUTREACH
Mark your calendar for
Friday, August 19th to
attend a T-Bones game
starting at 7:00 pm.
Cost will be $10.00 or
less depending on group
size. See Howard Kirk
for more information or
to order tickets.

Friday, September 16th at 10:30 a.m. a private tour of Kauffman Center for the Performing Arts.
The $100 cost of tour will be divided by attendees. Lunch is being arranged. If you need a ride,
car pool will be available.
Wednesday, October 26 we will travel to the New Dinner Theater to see “Have You Met Miss
Jones”. World premiere of a cabaret style show centered on the life and career of Oscar Winner
Shirley Jones. Doors open at 11:15 lunch is served from 11:40-12:40 with the show at 1:00. Tickets
will be $33 (includes play and lunch buffet). Drinks and dessert is not included in the price of the
ticket. Please fill out form and return with your money to Barbara Finch or Merna Roe by
September 18th.
Name/s _________________________________________________ Amount Enclosed $_______

□ Will drive

□ Would like a ride

“I SCREAM, YOU SCREAM,
WE ALL SCREAM FOR ICE
CREAM”
Crank those freezers
Bake those cakes
Join the “Coolest”
Presbyterian Gathering

at John and Ginnie Strand’s Farm
29303 183rd Street*
Leavenworth, Kansas
SUNDAY, AUGUST 28
6:00 P.M.
*Use your GPS, or meet at the church parking lot at 5:30 to
caravan.

July 17th- GIMME THAT OLD
TIME RELIGION

