THE LEAVEN
First Presbyterian Church
Leavenworth, Kansas

MAY, 2016
Friends in Christ,
My first six weeks with you have been full ones! I have enjoyed leading you in worship, being in
Leavenworth and beginning to get to know my way around a little bit. I am still exploring the church
building and learning more of the history of the congregation. Twice I have been present for the
Community Meal served the fourth Tuesday of the month. Last Tuesday evening, even with the bad
weather, we had a dining room full of guests enjoying a wonderful meal. If you have not been to a
Community Meal, I encourage you to come down and join in; the food, fellowship and service will
lift your spirit. Those who come and eat are grateful for the hospitality and the excellent food. The
interaction with all who participate is wonderful. Those who cook and serve seem to be having as
good a time as those who eat; even those who are washing the dishes smiles as often as those
carrying out food for a friend. Thanks to each of you who make this ministry happen. Lives are
being enriched!
Learning names is important and I am trying to learn as many as I can as quickly as I can. Thank
you for continuing to be patient with me. Steve Finch introduced me to Instant Church Directory, a
cell phone app that has member’s pictures as well as phone numbers and addresses that I get on my
phone. That has really helped with putting names with faces. If you aren’t using it I would
recommend you give it a try.
Please know I am in the office each Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday. My door is open and I
would love to have you stop in to just say hi, or to have a conversation. If you need me to come to
see you at your home or place of employment, give me a call and we will set a time. In the next six
weeks I am looking forward to getting to know each of you better.
Last weekend Debbie and I were in Davenport, Iowa for a wedding. It was set on the banks
overlooking the Mississippi River. The groom was a young man I baptized on Easter Sunday 1983.
The service was familiar to this Presbyterian pastor and yet unique in expressing the couples hopes
and dreams. The weather could not have been better, the company was wonderful and the cake
delicious. We missed being in worship with you but heard the Chaplain Sherer and Merna Roe did a
great job in leading the service.
We will be back this Sunday and will recognize our 2016 High School graduates and the Scholarship
recipients. Look forward to seeing you then.
Again, thank you for all your support and encouragement as we work together to minister here in
Leavenworth/Lansing as Christ’s disciples.
Blessings,
Tim

CELEBRATION OF LIFE
Celebration of life and memorial service for Sally Choice Graham was held on April 11 at the
church. Sally Graham passed away on April 7, 2016.

GREEN BOX
Please refrain from “borrowing” items from the green box marked “funerals” in the storage room.
We depend on these items being available when we have a funeral dinner to prepare for.
Thank you,
Funeral Committee

ESL CLASSES
We are happy that English as a Second Language (ESL) Classes have returned to our church.
To register or ask any questions, please call Margie or Darrell Holland, (360) 259-7244.

COMMUNITY MEAL
We served our neighbors another Community Meal on Tuesday, April 26. The weather was
threatening but we enjoyed our time together and served 188 meals. So far this year (2016) we have
served 658 meals. Another 3 of our members helped serve for the first time - which brings about 45
the total of us who have helped at one time or another. Then there are those who contribute fruit and
baked goods! Rev. Soule was everywhere - helping the cooks, praying at the beginning of our meal,
chatting, clearing tables, etc. Thank you all for your help!!

FELLOWSHIP TREATS
Here is the schedule for providing treats for May:
May 1-Session May 8-Men’s Group
May 15- Choir and Bell Choir

May 22-Congregation A-F

May 29-Congregation G-P

MAY BIRTHDAYS
2-Le Thomas 6-Arlene Stovall 12-Norma Graham
16-Al Pursell 18-Linda Huggins 21-Cindy Scircle
24-Becky Stovall 24-Jack Thomas 28-John Graham 28-Roger Frazer

MAY ANNIVERSARIES
23-Gary and Marti Auchard 27-Claude and Judy Wiedower
30-Jerry and Maria Traynham

PRAYER CONCERNS
Immediate: Family of Sally Graham, Judy Jahn, Melissa, Paula and Melissa (friends of Cindy
Scircle), Dominic (Marti’s cousin), Twila Corley, Judy Fulton.
Ongoing: Ellen Carter, Peter Burgess (friend of Sally Graham), Marilyn Ferbert (Judy Jahn’s
daughter), Doris Hendrickson (friend of Ginnie Strand).

TABLES OF EIGHT/NINE
Saturday, May 21

The church family and friends are invited to sign up to be part of an exciting get together on
Saturday, May 21st called Tables of 8/9. Each group will consist of about eight/nine people with a
person(s) volunteering to host the dinner. The host person(s) provides the entrée and the guests will
bring food to complete the meal. Deadline for signing up in the west narthex is May 15. Please
direct any questions to Merna Roe.

SCHOLARSHIPS
Senior recognition and scholarship awards will be Sunday May 1st during worship.
The Scholarship Committee was pleased to be able to select the following five scholarship recipients:
 The recipient of the $500 Carol Ann Low Scholarship is Caitlyn Daniels. Caitlyn hopes to
attend KCKCC and has varied interests for future study; Art Therapy, Cosmetology, or some
field working with children.
 The recipients of a $1000 Boatright Scholarship are:
Alexa Allen who is attending Nebraska Wesleyan University, majoring
in Communication.
Paige Cox who is attending the University of Missouri at Columbia,
majoring in Journalism.
Michaela LeBar who is attending Pittsburg State, majoring in
Therapeutic Recreation.
 The recipient of the $1500 FPC Community Scholarship is Austin Jones who will be
graduating from Leavenworth High. Austin plans to attend Highland Community College
with an Applied Science major. He then hopes to transfer to Pittsburg State for a Business
degree. His ultimate goal is to open his own automotive shop. Austin is being raised by a
grandmother; he is an Eagle Scout and very involved in community service.

PW Outing June 18
PW Outing is 18 Jun. The annual spring gathering of the 1st Presbyterian Women will be different
this year. Our year’s study was “Come to the Waters”. All ladies are welcome to join us for a tour
of the Leavenworth Waterworks and then have a relaxing lunch at Luigi’s. The tour will be at
10:30. Look for details soon. Please save the date!

MISSION COMMITTEE
We received $124.39 from Dillon’s for our participation in the Dillon’s Community Reward
Program for the first three months of 2016! These monies go to support our Free Community Meal
Program. We also received $200 donation from the Society of Saint Vincent de Paul for the
Free Community Meal Program.

SHELTER OF HOPE
Our donations for the Shelter of Hope during January and February were very successful. Judy
Wiedower and Carl Johnson delivered large loads of donated items for the homeless shelter.

LAMB’S INN
During May we will collect donations of diapers and baby wipes for the Lamb’s Inn that will be
delivered after Mother’s Day. Last year we collected over 422 diapers and 2 baby blankets for the
Inn.

SCHOOL SUPPLIES
In June and July, we will be asking for donations of school supplies to help needy high school
students. Their needs are different than those of younger students that we have helped in the past. It
was brought to our attention that some high school students are, in fact, very needy. 50% of the
students at LHS are eligible for free lunches. We will include a list of needed items in the Leaven
next month.

