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SOULE SEARCHING 

The church’s ministry is a team ministry.  It is that way by design.  Scripture says the church is like a 

body and all the parts, as different as they are, work together for the common good, with Christ as 

the head. (1 Corinthians 12) We cannot be the church by ourselves, we need others to work with us 

to carry out our mission of making disciple of all nations…The task is enormous! 

 

Trevor Sutton writes, “Practicing team ministry is like assembling Ikea furniture without 

instructions.  With team ministry and furniture assembling, there are many parts each with a specific 

function, and no obvious clues for how everything fits together.   And with both, you’re sometimes 

tempted to toss everything aside and quit in frustration.  It is by God’s grace the book shelves and 

team ministry come together.” 

 

For team ministry to work well it requires loyalty, patience, forgiveness and much, much more.  

Building a team ministry is a challenge.  At FPC I see a strong core of faithful folks striving to serve 

God.  It is not always clear where all the different parts go or how they fit together, but there is a 

good spirit of working together, enjoying each other and a growing desire to reach out beyond 

ourselves to serve the larger community.  It is by God’s grace that all the parts come together and 

that we find a way to incorporate the parts to accomplish our ministry. 

 

God uses many different teammates to do this work.  Imperfect, broken, sinful people are the only 

ones on God’s team.  God leads us with the humility of Jesus Christ, unending forgiveness, 

generosity, constant prayer and with more faith and trust in us then we usually give each other or 

ourselves.  These are some of the marks of a faithful team member: humility, forgiveness, generosity 

of spirit and treasure, constant prayer, trust and trustworthiness. 

 

God’s reign is built with people who trust each other, work together, pray constantly with and for 

one another, forgive as freely as they have been forgiven, humbly walk with and have faith that God 

is at work in and through them.  God uses us all for building up the common good! Give thanks for 

our life and ministry as Christ’s disciples.   Pray that God continues to build our team and expand our 

mission. 

 

Blessings, 

Tim 

 

 



Sleeping with the Treasurer 

We had a Faithful Discipleship meeting last week and I volunteered to write the September note for 

the Leaven.   I thought end of summer, restart of choir/bell choir, new study book for Presbyterian 

Women's Circles, Sunday School Teachers dedications, recommitting money, time and talent. Fall 

things, right?   So I took my ideas to my live in critic, First Presbyterian's Treasurer with whom I 

spent my nights.  His comment, "Why don't you thank the people for their generosity?" 

 

 So Thank You!! You are a generous, giving congregation!      

A few years ago I heard we were a dying congregation that we had about 5 years left before we were 

broke and broken.   Wait, that's been over 5 years ago and look at us--we have 30-40 people working 

the community meals where we pass out over 200 meals a month.  We have people volunteering at 

the homeless shelter; we give generously to the Salvation Army, LAC Food Pantry, Alliance Against 

Family Violence and so much more.   We have a wonderful music program, a terrific pastor, great 

leaders for bible studies and committees, and an outstanding secretary and staff.  We are getting an 

elevator.  The Living Room is full after church- eating and greeting.  The Back Yard at our home 

Sunday had lots of people visiting and playing games and enjoying delicious ice cream and cakes!    

Dead--NO ALIVE HALLELUJAH, VERY ALIVE. 

 

So THANK YOU, thank you for giving your time, talents, and your treasures!  And think what 

you can continue to do for the church with your time, talents and treasures.   Commitment Sunday is 

November 20th.   Plan now how you can help us keep the growth in our church and the love of Christ 

growing in our community. 

Ginnie Strand 

CELEBRATION OF LIFE 
Celebration of the life for Dorothy H. Marsh, who 

passed away on August 5 was held at the church 

Tuesday, August 16 at 4:00 p.m. 
 

PRAYER CONCERNS 

Immediate:  Melissa, Paula and Melissa (friends/family of Cindy Scircle), Richard Schmidt (friend 

of Bobbie Snyder), Marcia Jackson (Steve Finch’s sister), Theresa (friend of Merna Roe),  

Jerry Ulin’s family (cousin to Steve and Barbara Finch), Norma Graham, Lula Hughes (mother of 

James Hughes). 

 

Ongoing:  Marilyn Ferbert (Judy Jahn’s daughter), Al Pursell, Marge Brown, Twila Corley, 

 Judy Jahn. 

FELLOWSHIP TREATS 
Here is the schedule for providing treats for September: 

 

Sept. 4-Deacons 
   

 Sept. 11-Potluck   A, M-S- Desserts 

B, D-L- Salads, Sides, and/or Bread    C, T-Z- Main Dish 

Sept. 18-Circle 2 & 3    Sept. 25-Circle 4 



SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
3-Annette Allen   3-Dale Hurt   4-Ka Del Ketter  5-Chase Allen 

5-Drake Allen    5-Shirley Rockwell   8-Claude Wiedower 

11-Jerry Traynham   14-Judy Wiedower  15-Merna Roe   17-Dick Gibson 

25-Debbie Soule   30-Carl Johnson   30-Darrell Holland 

 

SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 
5-John and Phyllis Garnhart       6-Steve and Barbara Finch 

21-Ron and Kathy Kenton       29-Robert and Pamela Chambers 

 

MISSION COMMITTEE 
The following programs might interest some members.  More information will be in the church 

office. 

     a.  The City of Leavenworth has a Home Repair Program which helps qualified homeowners with 

basic repairs with grants up to $5,000.. 

     b.  Leavenworth County has a Weatherization Assistance Program to provide energy savings for 

your home (adding insulation, furnace cleaning and repair, sealing cracks). 

     c.  The City of Leavenworth has a Home Ownership Program for first-time owners or those who 

have not owned for 5 or more years. 

 

  A fund-raising effort will soon begin for a new 3-part shelter at 3rd and Kiowa.  This will house the 

Shelter of Hope, Welcome Central and a Day Center.  Volunteers are needed for 4 shifts every 

night.  Training is available. 

 

On Sunday, October 9 at 2p.m. our community-wide CROP Walk to end hunger will be held at 

Richard Warren Middle School again.  

 

Your Mission Committee selected the Alliance 

Against Family Violence as the receipt for our next 

local mission donation drive. Pictured is an 

advertisement from the Leavenworth Times showing 

their needs (“Wish List”). Donation bins will be in 

the Narthex through the end of October. 

 

COMMUNITY MEAL 
Our Community Meal on Aug. 23 served 289 meals 

- by far, the most ever in our 18 months.  Last month 

we served 204 and last August we served 197 - so 

this kept us very busy.  It was quite an evening and 

our magnificent volunteers came through.  The 

cooks (The Strands, Traynhams, Roes, Marge and 

Elaine) and our grill masters (John. Jerry, Claude, 

Howard and Jim) grilled over 300 hamburgers and 

over 50 hot dogs.  The electricity went out 45 



minutes before opening.  You can imagine how dark our fellowship room downstairs is without 

light!!  Becky and Tom led the frantic search for and lighting of dozens of candles.  The room looked 

so beautiful - but, of course, was so dangerous.  After prayers and phone calls, the electricity came 

back on a few minutes before opening. 

 

ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE 
Margie and Darrell Holland will be sponsoring English as a Second Language on Sundays at the 

church at 2:00 p.m.  If you have any questions call Margie or Darrell at 913-721-0388. 

 

THANK YOU BOB FOR 14 YEARS 
Bob Adkins, our church custodian for the past 14 years, has turned in his resignation effective 

Thursday, September 8
th

.  You are invited and encouraged to come by the church between 9-11 a.m. 

and offer him thanks for the faithful service and best wishes for his next adventure.  We will have 

coffee, juice, and treats.  Please drop in and join the party and let Bob know we have appreciated his 

ministry with us. 

Tim 

 

ACTIVITIES ARRANGED BY MEMBERSHIP/OUTREACH 
 

TOUR OF KAUFFMAN FOR PERFORMING ARTS HAS BEEN 

CANCELLED for Friday, September 16
th will reschedule in the 

spring of 2017. 
 

Saturday, Sept. 24 will be Tables of Eight/Nine at 5:30.  Would you be willing to host?  If 

so contact Merna Roe at 250-0757.  Join friends by signing up in the north narthex to attend. 

 

Wednesday, October 26 we will travel to the New Dinner Theater to see “Have You Met 

Miss Jones”.  World premiere of a cabaret style show centered on the life and career of Oscar Winner 

Shirley Jones.  Doors open at 11:15 lunch is served from 11:40-12:40 with the show at 1:00.  Tickets 

will be $33 (includes play and lunch buffet).  Drinks, gratuity, and dessert are not included in the 

price of the ticket.    Please fill out form and return with your money to Barbara Finch or Merna Roe 

by September 18
th

.      

     

Name/s _________________________________________________  Amount Enclosed $_______ 
 

□ Will drive    □  Would like a ride 



 
     



 


