
THE LEAVEN 

First Presbyterian Church 

Leavenworth, Kansas 

April 2015 
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:  8:00 a.m. to 11 a.m. and Noon to 4 p.m. 

JEWISH  SEDER  OBSERVANCE 

Maundy Thursday, April 2     

6:00 p.m. 

Fellowship Hall 

 (led by Cantor Sharon Kohn of 

Congregation B’Nai Jehudah 

Overland Park, Kansas) 

What is a Seder?  The seder, is a festive holiday meal and actually means "order."   

It is called this because the meal is done in a certain order which takes us from slavery to 
freedom.  

The Haggadah - which means "the telling" - is the book used at the Passover seder.  The 
Haggadah explains the foods on the seder plate, recounts the highlights of the Exodus, and 
includes songs, prayers, and questions.  

At the seder we can rejoice, take our time, and ponder the questions of freedom and service 
to God. 

A VIGIL OF DARKNESS TAKES PLACE 

AFTER THE SEDER IN THE SANCTUARY  



With a choral cantata on the last words of Christ and 

extinguishing of candles. 

(Note:  The Seder is in place of Communion.) 

A FREE WILL OFFERING WILL BE RECEIVED FOR CANTOR KOHN 

 

PIPE ORGAN UPDATE 

On Wednesday, March 25, our organ service representative, 

Doug Funston, gave a demonstration and update on the 

condition of our 103 year old Austin pipe organ.  As one 

might expect, no instrument survives without maintenance 

over the course of its lifetime.  And, this organ is no 

different.  The last time this instrument received major 

maintenance was in 1950 when the console was replaced.  

The purpose of Doug’s visit was to answer questions about 

sustaining the instrument and what we can expect the instrument will need in the not too distant 

future.  Doug will be putting some information together on a long-range plan for the future of our 

organ.  But as those in attendance heard, the first step in the plan will be about $40,000.   

Look for more information in the May Leaven after we receive Doug’s plan of action for our historic 

instrument. 

 

COMMUNITY CONCERT SERIES – Final Concert for this Season! 

SUNDAY, APRIL 19, 2015 at 3:00 p.m. 

Roberta Gumbel, Soprano with Karen Engebretson, Piano 

Roberta is returning to First Presbyterian this month and will delight all who hear her! 

If you missed her the first time, you won’t want to miss her now! 

The program will include music of Henry Purcell, Leonard Bernstein and Kurt Weill and some 

traditional spirituals arranged by H.T. Burleigh and Roosevelt Credit. 

Make plans today to attend! 



GRADUATES 

April 19th we will recognize those graduating this spring. We have three graduates: Alexa Allen, 

Paige Cox, and Michaela LeBar. 

Alexa is graduating from Leavenworth High School and plans to attend Nebraska Wesleyan 

University in Lincoln, Nebraska. Michaela LeBar is graduating from Lansing High School and plans 

to attend Pittsburg State University in Pittsburg, Kansas in the fall. Paige Cox graduates from 

Leavenworth High School in May and in the Fall will attend the University of Missouri at Columbia. 

 

SPRING GATHERING 

SATURDAY, APRIL 25 
Presbyterian Women of First Presbyterian will have a Spring Gathering Saturday, April 25 at the 

church beginning at 10:30. The first hour will include a short devotion, a business meeting to elect 

the moderator and secretary and a program.  At 11:30 we will adjourn to Fellowship Hall for a Greek 

lunch. There is no cost. We welcome all women attending our church. After Easter there will be a 

sign up sheet to help us determine the correct amount of food to prepare. Please note this on your 

calendar.  

 

Moderator  

Marti Auchard 

The Easter Lilies decorating the Sanctuary today glorify God 

and celebrate Christ’s Resurrection.  

They are given by: 

 Howard and Carolyn Anderson in honor of our children, 

grandchildren and in memory of loved ones. 

 Martha Auchard in memory of Glen Edward, Albert and 

Mildred Schrimsher. 

 The Aus Family in memory of Gary Aus, Bob and Barbara 

Tank and Millard and Margaret Aus. 

 Linda Barry in memory of Tom Barry, Mary Mishler, Darrel 

Mishler, Sr., and Darrel Mishler, Jr.  

 Eugenia Cloud in memory of Maury Cloud and loved ones. 

 Roger Frazer in memory of Mary Frazer, Mr. and Mrs. W.R. Frazer, Catherine H. Jones and 

LaVeda Mayer. 

 Sally Graham and John Graham in memory of family. 

 Darrell and Marge Holland in memory of Mary Budden, John and Lena Holland.  

 Anna Hurt and Shirley Rockwell in memory of the Hurt, Denney, and Rockwell families.  

 Howard and Joyce Kirk in honor of our children, parents and grandchildren.  



 Jim and Lorna Mathison in memory of Jakie and Helen Mathison and Ralph and Millie Willard. 

 Dody Marsh in memory of Curtis N. Marsh. 

 Al Pursell in memory of Betsy Pursell. 

 Tom and Becky Stovall in honor of Arlene Stovall and in memory of Lois Jimenez, Mike and 

Barb Jimenez, and Wayne Stovall  

 John and Ginnie Strand in memory of those who gave their lives for our freedom. 

 Jack and Le Thomas in memory of Steven Thomas and Zachary Marion. 

 Claude and Judy Wiedower in memory of departed loved ones. 
 

FREE COMMUNITY MEAL 
 

On Tuesday, March 24, we hosted our first "Community Meal" in our Fellowship Hall.  On a rainy 

evening we were pleased to welcome 47 hungry folks who ate with us.  124 meals-to-go were given 

out.  We then served 30 of our cooks, servers, greeters, hospitality crew and clean-up folks.  That's 

201 meals.  It was a great effort from the 1st Presbyterian parishoners.  We had so much fruit and 

baked goods donated by you.  Price Chopper donated all the bread.  Daylight 

Donuts donated dozens of doughnuts.  We have, in fact, frozen some of the left-

overs for use at our April community meal.  The unused salad greens were given 

to the Alliance Against Family Violence.  Of the 33 helpers, 8 were Saint Mary 

Campus Ministery students. 
 

The next meal will be the 4th Tuesday in April which is April 28.  Keep that 

date in mind, please. 

For those who helped, if you have comments or ideas to make this more efficient or fun or easier, 

please send them to me (h2jkirk@cs.com). 
 

Thank you so much to each of you who provided help, baked goods and/or fruit.  We were awesome 

together!! 
 

Scholarship Opportunities 
 

The First Presbyterian Church has scholarship opportunities from three different endowments: 

Boatright, Carol Ann Low, and First Presbyterian Church Community. 

 The $1500 Boatright Scholarship is given to members of the congregation who have 

completed one or more years of college and will continue enrollment in 2015-2016. 

 The $1500  Carol Ann Low Scholarship is for graduating high school seniors who are faithful 

and active in this church and will enter college in 2015. 

 The $1500 First Presbyterian Church Community Scholarship is given to assist a graduating 

senior from Leavenworth County with academic potential and financial 

need.  It is for students who are not members of this church and who will 

enter college in 2015. 
 

Applications forms (with specific application requirements) are available in the 

church office.  Completed applications must be received by April 1, 2015.  We 

encourage all interested students to apply.  If you have questions, contact Judy 

Wiedower. 

 



COMMUNITY NEEDS 

Back pack buddies is $20,000 short of the funds needed to pay for the rest of this year.  The Shelter 

of Hope will stay open through the summer and volunteers are needed.  Please contact Linda or Carl 

Johnson if you can help.  Thank You! 

 

WEDDING 

Congratulations to Makayla Chambers and Spencer Tuttle who were united in marriage here March 

14.  Makayla is the daughter of Robin and Kevin Price; granddaughter of Robert & Pam Chambers 

and great granddaughter of Howard Walker. 

BABY 

Congratulations to Camielle and Mikhayla Austin on the birth of their daughter, Rylee 

Marie,                  born March 25. 

Congratulations to Bret and Arlene Hansroth on the birth of their granddaughter, June 

Pearl born      March 27. 

NEW ADDRESS 
Lydon Drury new address is Golden Living, 210 N Plaza Dr., Lansing, KS  66043 

Ellen Carter has moved to 2502 Girard Ave., Leavenworth, KS  66048 
 

FINANCIAL REPORT 

   INCOME  EXPENSE      CUMULATIVE 

 

General Fund Balance on 1/1/15   30,278.81 

 

January  23,702  24,198.34   35,508.90 

February  11,806.90  16,677.22   40,875.56 

 Ending General Fund Balance for February     9,473.96 

 

In 2014 the Pastor Sabbatical Endowment Fund was liquidated and deposited into General 

Operating. 

In keeping with By-Laws 6% (or 4,000) was transferred from First Gift Endowment into General 

Operating January 2015 leaving a balance in that fund of $62,433. 



In January 2015, 4,800 was paid from the Carry Cory Endowment to Presbyterian Church (USA) 

Shared Giving.  The purpose of that account is “for the purpose of supporting missions outside the 

operating budget.”  This account also is helping to support the monthly Community Meals and a 

detailed accounting of the expenditures will be made available.  Current balance of this fund is 

approximately 80,000 (don’t have current statement yet). 

 A detailed listing of all endowments and balances was distributed to the congregation in the 

Annual Congregational Meeting booklet for December 14, 2014. 

John Strand, Church Treasurer 

and the Pastor 

Called Congregational Meeting 

March 29, 2015 

Elevator Renovation Project 
The following motions were approved. 

______________________________________________________________________ 

Motion #1:  By majority vote the congregation, approved that the next renovation project will be the 

installation of an elevator. 

Motion #2:  By majority vote, the congregation selected as the elevator to be installed: 

Elevator Option 1:  The small Garaventa LULA elevator at a projected cost of $237,308; 

______________________________________________________________________ 

Motion #3 The congregation, by majority vote, approved reinstituting a Capital Campaign Fund 

Drive to raise sufficient dollars to complete the installation of the (small Garaventa LULA elevator 

noted above), and all funds raised during this drive will be dedicated to the elevator project along 

with those funds on-hand in the Capital Campaign Fund as the end of March 2015, and cannot be 

redirected for other uses without first obtaining congregational approval. 
 

SUMMER  CAMP  INFORMATION 

WHEN:   July 13 – 17  (Monday through Friday) 
 

HOURS:   Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday    8 AM – 3 PM 

                   Thursday       8 AM – 5 PM 

          5 – 6:30  PM – FAMILY NIGHT, HOT DOGS 

                     6:30 PM -  CAMPER SONGS, Sanctuary 

         Friday       8 AM – NOON 

COST:    $40     1 camper $70     2 campers  $100   3 campers 

AGES:    First grade through 6
th

 Grade 

FOR MEMBERS’ INFORMATION: 

Camp through the Presbytery costs $2,840 plus approximately $350 for feeding the Presbytery and 

Church Staff/Volunteers.  With a reduction in the 2015 Operating Budget, all contributions will be 



cherished. A schedule for Volunteers will be forthcoming.  However, if you already know you will 

be of help please contact the Church Office or Elders Ann Keeling and Liz Williams 

 

 

Doubt sees the obstacles.  Faith sees the way. 

Doubt sees the darkest night.  Faith sees the day. 

Doubt dread to take a step.  Faith soars on high. 

Doubt questions, “Who believes?”  Faith Answers “I”. 
From The Remarkable Women of the Bible – Elizabeth George 

Circle 4 Bible Study 
 

 
 

 

 

…there is no religion without love, and people 

May talk as much as they like about their 

Religion, but if it does not teach them to be 

Good to man and beast it is all a sham… 
Black Beauty 

Anna Sewell 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The nursery is for children 5 years 

old and under. 



 



Dillons Community Reward Program 
 

First Presbyterian Church has been accepted into Community Rewards Program! We will get credit 

for every purchase we make using a registered Dillons Plus card.  Based on the amount spent at 

Dillons by our members, we will receive a donation.  Any monies we receive will be designated for 

the Free Community Meals Program. 

 

When you use the Dillons Plus card you will still receive your current benefits (primarily gas 

discounts) and the church will also receive credit for you purchases.  The Mission Committee is not 

endorsing Dillons nor expects anyone to change their grocery shopping habits.  However, if you do 

use Dillons, please sign up for the program. 

 

How to Enroll in the Program 

A customer must have 3 things to register and begin supporting First Presbyterian Church: 

 A Plus card, which is available at any store by asking an associate or by signing up online 

 A valid email address, which can be obtained from any free online service and can be 

anonymous 

 A personalized account at the Dillons website, which again can be anonymous 

 

To Enroll In The Community Rewards Program: 
1. Members must visit their website at www.dillons.com/communityrewards 

2. Sign in OR Create an account (see below on creating an online account at Dillon’s website) 

3. Click on "Enroll Now" 

4. Enter the 5-digit NPO number 55006 and search 

5. Select First Presbyterian Church and click on "Enroll" 

 

To Create An Online Account At The Dillons’ Website: 
1. Visit our website at www.dillons.com/communityrewards 

2. Click on "Register" at the top of the page 

3. Enter your email address, password, zip code (select preferred store) and check the box if you 

desire to receive email communication from us 

4. Click on "Create Account" at the bottom of the page 

5. You will receive an email confirmation to your inbox, to activate your account click on the 

link in the body of the email and enter your sign in information to confirm 

 

For assistance in registering online see or call Howard Kirk (680-5768).  He will be available in the 

Living Room after church each Sunday. 

 

EUGENIA’S THOUGHTS 
 

Have you been watching our beautiful blue skies lately?  Our Lord is a perfect artist. 

 
Spring has sprung…then summer soon will be here.  God is a wonderful Father. 

 

http://www.dillons.com/communityrewards
http://www.dillons.com/communityrewards


Snow Policy 

The Snow Policy for the First Presbyterian Church, Leavenworth, KS will be as follows: 

In the event of heavy snow or other event the decision to cancel church services/activities will be 

determined in the following manner:  The Pastor and the Clerk of Session will confer and will 

confer with Building and Grounds.  If these three deem it wise to cancel services/activities a 

polling of a sampling of Session members make a decision as to the advisability of canceling that 

day’s church activities.  Once a decision is made the following television stations in Kansas City, 

NBC, ABC, CBS, and FOX, will be notified to carry the announcement of the canceling of 

activities. 

Additionally, an attempt will be made to send an e-mail to the congregation.  
 

 

YOUR TURN FOR TREATS?  CHECK OUT THE LIST! 

Here is the schedule for providing treats for April: 

April 5 – Circle 2 & 3    April 12 – POTLUCK 

April 19- Circle 4     April 26-  Circle 5 

APRIL Birthdays  

2–Dorothy Marsh  10-Jacob Litewski  12-Lydon Drury   

18-Brett Schultz Anderson  19-Judith Jahan  20-John Strand 

24-Gerald Carder  27-Cathy Corley  30-Cindy Geiger 

APRIL ANNIVERSARIES 

  1-Bill & Cindy Geiger  23-Jim & Benita Hendrickson 

 



PRAYER CONCERNS – Jack Fulton, Judy Jahn, Bob Ketter, Ellen Carter, Bill Kendall,  , 

Emily Brown, Le Thomas, Bob Taylor, Jim Miller, Lydon Drury, Barbara Filluco,          

Barbara Stevens, Marlene Westberg, Cheryl Musick and Family. 

 

 

2015  HEARTLAND  PRESBYTERY 

RESIDENTIAL CAMP 
 

Information brochures are now available on the table in the Narthex.  You 

may also contact the website:   www.heartlandcamps.org.   There are a variety 

of “themed” resident camps for all ages as well as Specialty Camps for 

Grandparents, Family and Friends. 

 

Tables of Eight 
 

The Membership and Outreach Committee is resurrecting our Tables of Eight ministry!  Our first 

meal will be on 6 June.  We encourage everyone to consider joining us in is a fun way to socialize 

with other members as well as visitors in our church in a relaxed, social setting.  Each group will 

consist of about eight people with a person(s) volunteering to host the dinner.  The host person(s) 

provides the entree, and the other people in the group will bring a part of the meal, and maybe a nice 

bottle of wine.  This is NOT a gourmet group, just a way to get to know each other better in a setting 

of fellowship.  Signup sheets will be posted on the bulletin board soon.  

 

http://www.heartlandcamps.org/


 


